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TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HB. 5673

Dave John Cruz-Bustamante

To the Connecticut Finance, Revenue, and Bonding Committee

26 February 2023

___________

My name is Dave John Cruz-Bustamante. I live in New Haven, Connecticut

and I work as a political educator with the Connecticut Democratic Socialists of

America and I serve as a student representative on the New Haven Board of

Education where I proudly represent over 19,000 elementary, middle, and high

school students. I support HB. 5673.

Connecticut is one of the wealthiest states in the nation. Yet, take a few

minutes to walk along the neighborhood boundaries of cities like Hartford,

Bridgeport, and New Haven and you would think that you’re stepping into a whole

other country. In the community organizing field, we call these boundaries a “seam.”

The dividing line between unimaginable prosperous abundance and absolute

destitution. In the school district, I study in and represent, we have had entire

classrooms flooded, with roofs caving in. A large chunk of our students, even those

in high school, are below grade level in reading and math. Personally, I did not have a

Spanish teacher for 3 months. I could go on and on about the facts of inequality we

must reckon with; decisions made at the top, without regard to the oppressed, that

we must adapt to. But I won’t. I will not go on and on. This tax equity bill is a step in

the right direction; a mere beginning; something long overdue. We shouldn’t have to

beg and write poetry to get what we should’ve had in the first place: economic

justice.
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I urge the Committee to have the courage to make the right choice and pass

House Bill 5673: An Act Concerning The Reformation Of Certain Taxes And Tax

Equity.

In solidarity,

Dave John Cruz-Bustamante


